
G L O U C E S T E R  A N D  B R IS T O L  A S S O C IA T IO N .

—  G lo u c e s te r  B r a n c h .— A .G . M . ,  S a t . ,  D e c .  1 1 ,  a t  

B a r n w o o d .  B r o c k w o r th  (6 ) 3  t o  4  p .m .  B a r n -  

w o o d  (8 ) 4  p .m .  S e rv ic e  4 .3 0  p .m . ,  fo l lo w e d  b y  

te a  a n d  m e e t in g  in  t h e  R e a d in g  R o o m . R in g in g  

a f t e r  m e e t in g  u n t i l  9  p .m . N a m e s  f o r  te a  to  A . 

K . P . P o o le ,  1 3 ,  S w i f t  R o a d ,  H e ro n  P a r k ,  G lo u -

c e s te r  ( T e l . :  G lo s .  3 7 4 0 5 ) ,  b y  D e c .  9 .  4 3 4 0

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — E a s te rn  

D is t r ic t . — M o n th ly  m e e t in g ,  S a t .,  D e c .  1 1 ,  a t 

W a l th a m  A b b e y  ( 1 2 ) ,  6 . 3 0 - 8 . 3 0  p .m .  4 3 5 6  

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W e s t -

e rn  D is t r i c t . — S a t. ,  D e c .  1 1 ,  K in g ’ s L a n g le y  (8 ) .  

B e l ls  3  p .m .  S e r v ic e  4 .3 0  p .m . N a m e s  f o r  te a  

to  M r s .  D .  B a r k e r ,  7 ,  L a n g le y  H i l l  C lo s e ,  K in g 's  
L a n g le y .  4 3 5 0

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D — E a s t B e rk s  a n d  
S o u th  B u c k s  B r a n c h .— M e e t i n g ,  S a t . ,  D e c .  1 1 ,  

a t B e a c o n s f ie ld  (8 ) .  B e lls  a v a i la b le  5 - 8  p .m .,  

f o l lo w e d  b y  w in e  a n d  c h e e s e  e v e n in g .  T ic k e ts  

( £ 1 )  a v a i la b le  f r o m  K e n  D a r v i l l ,  A m e r s h a m  

3 8 7 5 .  4 2 9 4

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— C it y  B ra n c h .—

A .G .M . ,  S a t . ,  D e c . 1 1 .  R in g in g  a t  I f f le y  (6 ) ,

2 .3 0 —3 .1 5 ;  C o w le y  ( 6 ) ,  3 . 3 0 - 4 . 3 0 .  S e r v ic e  a t  

C o w le y  4 .3 0 .  T e a  5 ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  O .D .G . B e l l 

F u n d  C h r is tm a s  D r a w  a n d  b u s in e s s  m e e t in g .  A l l  

w e lc o m e .  N a m e s  f o r  te a  t o  M rs .  K . R a n k lin ,  1 3  

D o d g s o n  R o a d , C o w le y ,  O x fo rd ,  b y  D e c .  6 , 

p le a s e — p re fe r a b ly  e a r l i e r l  4 3 4 8

S H R O P S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N  j o i n t  w i th  

H E R E F O R D  D  G U IL D  (C h u r c h  S tr e t t o n  B ra n c h ) .  

S a t . ,  D a c .  1 1 ,  a t  S h r e w s b u r y ,  S t .  C h a d  ( 1 2 ) .  

R in g in g  3  p .m .  S e rv ic e  4 .3 0  p .m .  T e a  5  p .m .  

E v e n in g  r in g in g  u n t i l  8 p .m .  S o c ia l t o  f o l lo w .  

S p e c ia l m e th o d s :  C a m b r id g e  S u r p r is e  R o y a l a n d  

M a jo r .  N a m e s  f o r  te a  to  M r .  E . W i l lc o x ,  4 4  

L o n g d e n  C o le h a m , S h r e w s b u r y ,  S a lo p  ( T e l. :  

S h r e w s b u r y  5 8 8 9 1 ) ,  b y  T h u r s . ,  D e c .  9 ,  p le a s e .

4 3 1 7
S O U T H W E L L  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D . —  B in g h a m  

D is t r i c t . — M e e t in g ,  S a t .,  D e c .  1 1 ,  S h e lf o r d .  B e lls

3 .  S e r v ic e  4 .3 0 .  T e a  5 . E v e n in g  r in g in g  6 . 3 0 -  

8 a t  E a s t  B r id g f o r d .  N a m e s  f o r  te a ,  p le a s e ,  to

F. R . B a rb e r  (T e l . :  P lu m t re e  4 5 3 5 ) ,  b y  W e d .,  
8 t h .  4333

S U F F O L K  G U IL D .— S o u th  E a s t  D is t r ic t . — Q u a r-
t e r l y  m e e t in g .  S a t . ,  D e c .  1 1 ,  a t  S t.  M a r y - le - T o w e r ,  

Ip s w ic h .  R in g in g  2 . 3 0 - 4 . 3 0  p .m .,  fo l lo w e d  b y  

s e rv ic e ,  te a  a n d  b u s in e s s  m e e t in g .  P le a s e  p ro -

v id e  o w n  f o o d — c u p s  o f  te a  p r o v id e d .  E v e n in g  
r i n g in g  to  b e  a r ra n g e d .  4 3 2 1

S U R R E Y  A S S O C I A T IO N .— N o r th e rn  D is t r ic t . —  

N o m in a t io n  m e e t in g .  S a t . ,  D e c . 1 1 ,  a t  A d d in g to n

(6 ) .  R in g in g  3  p .m .  S e r v ic e  4 .3 0  p .m . ,  f o l -

lo w e d  b y  te a  a n d  m e e t in g .  E v e n in g  r in g in g  a t  

S t.  P e te r 's ,  S o u th  C r o y d o n  (1 0 1 .  N a m e s  f o r  te a ,  

p le a s e ,  to  S h e ila  D a v is o n ,  1 0 4  W o o d p e c k e r  

M o u n t ,  P ix to n  W a y ,  A d d in g to n  ( T e l .  0 1 - 6 5 7  
8 0 7 5 ) . — R . J .  T .  4 3 2 5

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — N o r th e rn  

D iv is io n .— P ra c t ic e  m e e t in g  a n d  c a ro l s e r v ic e  o n  

S a t . ,  D e c .  1 1 ,  a t  C ra w le y  (8 ) .  R in g in g  3 .3 0  p .m . 

S e rv ic e  4 .3 0  p .m .  T e a  5  p .m . E v e n in g  r in g in g  

u n t i l  8 p .m .  N a m e s  f o r  te a  t o  G e o rg e  J e n n in g s ,  

5 , M a lth o u s e  R o a d , C r a w le y  (T e l.  2 3 5 9 6 ) . —  
J u d y  A .  H o w a r d .  4 3 2 3

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .  —  W e s te rn  

D iv is io n . — P ra c t ic e  m e e t in g  a t  W a s h in g to n  (6 ), 

S a t . ,  D e c .  1 1 .  R in g in g  3  p .m . S e r v ic e  4 .3 0  p .m . 

f o l lo w e d  b y  te a  a n d  e v e n in g  r i n g in g  u n t i l  8 p .m . 

N a m e s  f o r  te a  to  G i l l  W e s t  ( M id h u r s t  4 1 4 7 ) .

4 3 5 8
Y O R K S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— W e s te rn  B ra n c h .  

— Q u a r te r ly  m e e t in g ,  S a t . ,  D e c . 1 1 ,  a t  G u ls e le y  
(8 ) .  R in g in g  3  p .m . a n d  a f t e r  te a .  C a te  te a  a t  

5  p .m . N a m e s  to  R . C r a b tre e ,  2 0  H o p e  L a n e . 

B a i ld o n ,  S h ip le y ,  b y  T u e s . ,  D e c .  7 ,  p le a s e .  V i s i -

to r s  v e r y  w e lc o m e .  4 3 1 8

B E D F O R D S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— L u to n  D is -

t r ic t . — E v e n in g  m e e t in g ,  S a t . ,  D e c .  1 8 ,  a t  H o u g h -

to n  R a g is .  R in g in g  f r o m  6 p .m . A l l  w e lc o m e .  

— C . C a t l in .

H E R T F O R D  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N .  —  S t.  

A lb a n s  D is t r ic t . — S a t. ,  D e c . 1 8 ,  H a rp e n d e n  (8 ) .  

3 - 5  p .m .  S e r v ic e ,  te a  a n d  m e e tin g .  E v e n in g  

r i n g in g  u n t i l  8 .3 0 .  N a m e s  f o r  te a  e s s e n t ia l—  

p h o n e  H a rp e n d e n  4 6 2 1 .  4 4 0 2

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— B I a  c  k  b  u r  n 

B ra n c h .— A .G . M . ,  W h a l le y ,  S a t . ,  D a c .  1 8 .  R in g -

in g  2 .3 0  a n d  a f te r  m e e t in g .  T e a  5  (m o d e r a te  

c h a r g e ) .  N a m e s  to  M r .  J .  P i lk in g to n ,  6 W h i t t a m  

R o a d , W h a lle y ,  B B 6 9 S E , b y  W e d n e s d a y .  M e e t -

in g  to  f o l lo w  te a .— R . L e ig h ,  B ra n c h  S e c .  4 4 0 0

L A N C A S H IR E  A S S O C IA T IO N .— B o lto n  B ra n c h .  

— A n n u a l G e n e ra l M e e t in g ,  S a t . ,  D e c .  1 8 ,  a t  S t.  

P e te r 's ,  B o l to n  ( 1 3 ) ,  3 —5 . T e a  5 .  N a m e s  f o r  

te a  to  M r .  A .  F o r re s te r ,  7  N e w  H a ll  L a n e , 

S m it h i l l s ,  B o l to n  (T e l. :  B o l to n  4 2 1 3 8 ) ,  b y  D e c .  

1 5 ,  p le a s e .  E v e n in g  r in g in g  t i l l  8 .1 5 .— M .  S o u th -  

w o r t h .  4 4 0 1

L E IC E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— H in c k le y  D is -

t r i c t . — M e e t in g .  L e ir e  (6 ) ,  S a t . ,  D e c .  1 8 .  S e r v ic e

4 . 3 0  p .m .  T e a  5  in  " W h i t e  H o r s e " .  N a m e s  

m u s t  be  g iv e n  t o  M r .  0 .  S im p s o n  ( T e l . :  L e ire  

2 0 9 6 3 5 )  b y  M o n .,  D e c .  1 3 .  N o  n a m e — n o  te a .

4 3 8 6
L E IC E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— M a r k e t  H a r - 

b o ro u g h  D is t r i c t . — M e e t in g  o n  S a t . ,  D e c .  1 8 ,  a t  

G re a t  B o w d e n , 3  p .m .  S e rv ic e  4 .3 0 .  C u p  o f  

te a  a n d  b u s in e s s  m e e t in g  5 . E v e n in g  r in g in g  

u n t i l  7 .3 0 .  4 4 0 3

L E IC E S T E R  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— M e lto n  D is  

t r ic t . — E v e n in g  m e e t in g ,  H a rb y ,  S a t . ,  D e c .  1 8 .  

B e lls  7 - 9  p .m .  4 4 0 6

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D .— S o n n in g  D e a n -

e r y  B ra n c h .— B ra n c h  p r a c t ic e s :  B in f ie ld  ( 6 ) ,  S a t . ,  

D e c . 1 8 ,  6 p .m . ,  a n d  T w y f o r d  (8 ) ,  S a t . ,  J a n .  1 5 ,  

1 9 7 7 ,  6 p .m .— S . G . S .  4 3 9 6

S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  A S S O C IA T IO N — S o u th e rn  

D iv is io n .— Q u a r te r ly  m e e t in g  o n  S a t. ,  D e c .  1 8 ,  

a t  S t.  P e te r ’ s , B r ig h to n .  R in g in g  3  p .m . S e rv ic e  

4 . 3 0 ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  te a  a n d  m e e t in g .  E v e n in g  

r in g in g .  N a m e s  f o r  te a  to  R . P e c k h a m  (B u rg e s s  

H i l l  4 3 9 5 6 )  b y  W e d .,  D e c .  1 5 ,  p le a s e .  4 3 8 7

E L Y  D IO C E S A N  A S S O C IA T IO N .— E ly  D is t r i c t .  

— A n n u a l  C a ro l S e r v ic e  a n d  D i s t r i c t  A .G . M .  a t 

E ly ,  S a t . ,  J a n .  1 . B e lls  (8 ) 3 —4  p .m .,  f o l lo w e d  

b y  c a r o l  s e r v ic e ,  te a ,  A .G .M .  a n d  e v e n in g  r in g in g .  

N a m e s  f o r  te a ,  p le a s e ,  t o  B . C . B a s s ,  6 7 ,  C a m -

b r id g e  R o a d , E ly .  o r  ’ p h o n e  F o r d h a m  5 0 7 .—  

S e a s o n 's  g r e e t in g s  a n d  a h a p p y  1 9 7 7  to  a l l . —

B. C . B . 4 3 5 1

S U F F O L K  G U IL D

A N N U A L  S O C IA L  

O n  S a tu rd a y ,  D e c e m b e r  1 8 th ,  7  f o r  7 .3 0  p .m .

A t  th e  V ic t o r y  H a ll ,  B r a m fo rd  
E n te r ta in m e n t  -  D a n c in g  -  B a r  -  B u f fe t  

T ic k e ts  ( 7 5 )  f r o m  M r s .  M .  E g g le s to n e ,

5 8  Y o r k  C re s c e n t ,  C la y d o n , I p s w ic h ,  IP 6 O DR 

( S .A .E .  p le a s e )

4 2 8 0

S O C IE T Y  O F  R O Y A L  C U M B E R L A N D  Y O U T H S

A N N U A L  D IN N E R  

S a tu rd a y ,  F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 7 7

R e m b ra n d t  H o te l.  S .W .7 

T ic k e t s  £ 4 .5 0 p  

f r o m  M rs .  P . M . W i lk in s o n ,  H o l ly  H o u s e .

W e s t  A s h l in g ,  C h ic h e s te r ,  S u s s e x

4 3 6 6

L IN C O L N  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D  

(W e s t  L in d s e y  B ra n c h )

" R IN G E R S  R A V E "

B U F F E T  D IS C O  D A N C E  

a t  C o r r in g h a m  V il la g e  H a ll  

F r id a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 4 th ,  1 9 7 7

8 .3 0  p .m .—1 2 .3 0  a .m . L ic e n s e d  B a r 

T ic k e t s  ( £ 1 )  f r o m :  S . A .  S e lb y ,

5 3 ,  H ig h  S t re e t ,  E p w o r th ,  D o n c a s te r  ( s .a .e  p le a s e )

4 3 8 8

O X F O R D  D IO C E S A N  G U IL D

A N N U A L  F E S T IV A L — O X F O R D

S a tu r d a y ,  J a n u a r y  8 th

S e rv ic e  1 1 . 3 0  a .m . in  C h r is t  C h u r c h  C a th e d r a l 

L u n c h e o n  1 p .m .  in  C h r is t  C h u r c h  D in in g  H a ll  

A b o u t  2 5  to w e r s  o p e n  a f te r w a r d s  in  O x fo rd ,  

th e  s u r ro u n d in g  a re a  a n d  th e  W itn e y  a re a  

L u n c h e o n  t ic k e ts  £ 2 .3 0  e a c h  f r o m  M is s  D . J .  

P o l la r d ,  4 9  F o x b o r o u g h  R o a d , R a d le y ,  A b in g d o n ,  

O x o n . b e fo re  1 s t  J a n u a r y .

C a s h  w i t h  o r d e r  a n d  S .A .E .  p le a s e  

L is t  o f  to w e r s  f r o m  M is s  P o l la r d  o r  m y s e l f  
D o n ' t  g e t  t ie d  u p  w i t h  C h r is tm a s  a n d  N e w  Y e a r:  

d o  i t  n o w

K . J .  D a r v i l l ,  G e n . S e c . ,  11 H ig h f ie ld  C lo s e , 

A m e rs h a m ,  B u c k s  (A m e r s h a m  3 8 7 5 )

4 3 5 9

R I N G I N G  IN  B R IS T O L  F R O M  T H F  
T U R N  O F  T H F  C E N T U R Y

R e m in iscen ces  o f  Ja c k  B ro w n , a s to ld  to  
P a t  B ird  in 1975, a n d  f o r  th is  a c c o u n t  M rs. 
A n g e la  N c w in g  h a d  th e  ta p e s tra n sc rib e d . 

*  *  *

Ja c k  B ro w n  d ied  la s t y e a r , b u t  h is  w ife, 
no w  in  h e r  e ig h tie s, lives in B risto l  in  th e  
sa m e  h o u se  a s w h e n  th e y  m a rrie d  53 y ears 
a g o . A s w ell a s  b e in g  “ a  r in g e r  liv ing b e -
fo re  h is tim e ” , a lw a y s  p re ss in g  fo r  p ro g re ss  
a m o n g  m a n y  r in g e rs  c o n te n t  to  c o n tin u e  
th e i r  r in g in g  a t  th e  sa m e  level, J a c k  w as a 
m a s te r  c r a f ts m a n . H e  m a d e  p e a l  b o ard s , 
h a n d -m o d e lle d  bells , sta in e d  g la ss  w in dow s, 

p a in te d  in  w a te rc o lo u rs  a n d  m a d e  p e rfe c t  
sc a le  m o d e ls  o f  c h u rc h e s  (R .W ., p . 6 4 5 /’75). 
H is m o d e l o f  R edcliffe  h a s  th e  s ta in e d  g lass 
w ind o w s re p ro d u c e d  e x ac tly . T h e  m odel 
lig h ts  u p  fro m  inside  to  d isp la y  th o se  w in -
do w s a n d  th e  so u n d  o f  be lls  a n d  th e  sing ing  
o f  a  c h o ir  ca n  be h e a rd  fro m  a  sm all 
sp e a k e r  in s ide .

M rs. B row n  w as a lso  a  g o o d  rin g er , a n d  
th e ir  o n e  son  is c le rk  to  th e  B risto l C ity  
C o u n c il. J a c k 's  a c tiv e  r in g in g  h a d  to  cease  
in 1958 f o r  h e a lth  re a so n s , b u t  h e  c o u ld  
still  r in g  4 - in -h a n d  to  P la in  B o b  M in o r  
a n d  a lw a y s  w as k e e n  o n  h a n d b e ll r ing ing .

H e  sa id  to  P a t: “ 1 h a v e  been  r in g in g  since 
a b o u t  1915. I s ta r te d  by g o in g  u p  to  St. 
P h ilip ’s S u n d a y  m o rn in g s  a n d  e v en in g s to  
c h im e  f o r  se rv ice , a n d  th e n  to  S t. P e te r ’s 
fo r  th e  sa m e  th in g . A f te r  th a t  I w e n t  to  
R edcliffe  a n d  c o u ld  r in g  a  six  fo r  se rv ice . 
T h e y  d id n ’t le t p e o p le  in to  rin g in g  e a s ily  in 
th o se  day s , b u t b e fo re  th a t , in  th e  d a y s  o f  
th e  R a ts  a n d  M ice, a y o u n g  c h a p  h a d  n o  
c h a n c e  a t  a l l  to  le a rn  rin g in g .

" R o u n d  a b o u t  th e  tu rn  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  
th e  r in g e rs  o f  B risto l d iv id ed  in to  tw o  se c-
tio n s , o n e  lo t  c a lled  th e  R a ts  a n d  o n e  lo t 
c a lle d  the  M ice. T h e y  d id  a l l th e  sp ec ia l 
r in g in g  a t  a ll th e  c h u rc h e s ; th e  R a ts  h ad  
th e ir  se c tio n  o f  th e  to w e rs  a n d  th e  M ice h ad  
th e irs . T h e y  nev er  s o rt  o f  m ix ed  to o  m u ch  
a n d  th e y  d id n ’t en c ro a c h  o n  e a c h  o th e r’s 
to w ers. It w as so m e th in g  l ike th e  C o lleg e  
Y o u th s  a n d  th e  C u m b e r la n d s  in L o n d o n . 
O f  c o u rse , it  w as a ll p a id  r in g in g , an d  if  a 
y o u n g  r in g e r  d id  m a n a g e  to  g e t  in to  th e  
c irc le  ‘h is b o o ts  w e re  c h a lk e d ', a s  th e y  say, 
a n d  h e  w as  e x p e c te d  to  find th e  b e e r  fo r  
th e  r es t  o f  th e  c o m p a n y . T h e re  w as n o th in g  
o th e r  th a n  G r a n d s ire  ru n g  a t a n y  tim e in 
B risto l a t  th a t  tim e . T h e y  ra n g  the  first 
p ea l o f  C a m b rid g e  M a x im u s  a t R edcliffe  in 
1912 th re e  y e a rs  b e fo re  I s ta r te d . B ill C a v e  
s ta r te d  a ro u n d  1900. H e  w a s  a  g o o d  c o n -
d u c to r  a n d  h ea v y -b e ll rin g e r . A f te r  he  ra n g  
th e  te n o r  to  th e  p e a l  o f  M a x im u s  a t  R e d -
cliffe  in  4 h o u rs  a n d  17 m in u te s, he  w a n te d  
to  r in g  a n o th e r  c o u rse  f o r  so m e b o d y  w h o  
h a d  ju s t c o m e  u p . H e  w a s a  p rin te r  in 

p a rtn e rs h ip  w ith  P erc y  C a m e — C a m e  a n d  
C a v e  th e  p r in te rs . P e rc y  C a m e  w as  th e  
s tc e p le -k c c p er  a t  R edcliffe . T h e  little  p r in t -
in g  firm  is s till th e re , n ex t to  S t. T h o m a s ’s 
C h u rc h  (now  t ra d in g  a s  W h ite  a n d  S avage).

“ R ed cliffe  h a d  n o  r in g e rs  a t  th a t  tim e. 
T h e  o n ly  r in g in g  th e re  w a s th e  sp e cia l p a id  
r in g in g . S t. J a m e s  h a d  a fa ir ly  lively  b a n d , 
w h en  H e n ry  P o rc h  w as a g oo d  c o n d u c to r , 

( c o n tin u e d  o v e rle a f)



R IN G IN G  IN BRISTOL—continued
St. T ho m a s had  e ight and  their chap s w ould
do any  special ringing needed a t T em ple.

"T h ere  was no ringing  a t St. M ary-le-Port 
and  not m uch doing a t SS. Phillip  and  Jacob 
w hen I started . L ater o n  the ringers a t St. 
N icholas w alked ou t and  cam e a nd  joined 
us. Even with the chaps in the  forces, St. 
M ichael’s could still ring the ir six and St. 
S teph en’s th eir ten. T h ere  was no band at 
St. P e ter’s n o r  a t the M ayor's C hap el. St. 
M atthew ’s, K ingsdow n, d id n 't have a very 
strong  band. St. G eo rge’s had a keen band 
and  by d in t o f  a lo t o f  hard  work on  the 
part o f  the ringers they  got two new treb les 
and  had  the place done  up. A lm ost im m e-
diately they had a barney  with the vicar 
and  w alked out. and  la te r form ed the 
nucleus o f  the  band w hen St. A m brose got 
a  ring o f eigh t. T h ere  w as no  Sunday rin g-
ing a t A ll Saints, b u t it was a very p o p u la r ' 
peal tower. G eorge  D aulty , the steeple- 
keepcr, was a huge g rea t fat m an; how ever 
he got up th a t  little spiral staircase I d o n ’t 
know . C h rist C h urch  had a so rt o f b an d—  
they  kep t them selves very m uch to  the m -
selves.

“ D uring  the F irst W orld W ar Miss Parker 
cam e to Bristol and  sta rte d  a rum pus going 
ab o u t ge tting  som e lady ringers. Several o f 
us took the h in t and  we tra ined  a com plete 
band  of w om en a t  St. Phillip 's . F red  T y lo r 
and  I were the  only  ones to  do the train ing.
1 m ade slings and p u t them  on all the bells. 
W e got them  to  the stage th a t they cou ld  
ring rou n ds prov ided we w atched them  care -
fully . W e sto od  in th e  centre o f the  circle. 
O ne night som eone tu rned  the  lights off at 
the m ain— he cou ld n ’t h ear a nyth ing  with 
the silenced bells. It frigh tened  us all to 
death . F red  said: ‘Leave go yo u r ro pes  and  
tu rn  y ou r faces and  get as close to  th e  wall 
as you can , e verbod y .’ T h en  he and  1 fished 
a roun d and got them  dow n betw een us. It 
was a m irac le  one  o f us was no t  injured.

“St. Stephen’s had M rs. W ilkins and  Bill 
T h o m as’s wife, M rs. T h om as. St. M ichael’s 
had a Miss Sm ith, a M iss Ray and others. 
B rislington had  several ladies, includ ing  the 
Stall sisters.

“ Bankes Jam es cam e to  Bristol and gave 
the  St. Stephen’s chaps the  figures o f C lifton  
Surprise R oyal. W e ran g  tw o peals o f it.

“ I used to go to  the ‘do’s’ o f the A ncient 
Society o f  St. S tephen 's  R ingers to  ring 
handbells with Jack B urfo rd  and Edgar 
G uise— wc ran g  tunes from  th e  galle ry  of 
the Red Lodge. T he  only change-ring ing  
we did was w hen Stephen W ood becam e a 
m em ber o f  the A ncien t Society. H e m ust

have been their only  ringing m em ber and 
we rang  a course  o f S tedm an T rip les.

[Stephen W ood, a b rillian t young Bristol 
ringer, son o f the  V icar of A lm ondsbury , 
died in the b litz  on Bristol. W ith him . and  
J. A. T ro llo p e  and E. C . S. T u rn er, 1 have 
rung  handbells at Ealing , bu t the real 
pleasure was to  h e ar him 'rin g ' D ouble  
N orw ich C aters  on the p iano. W. G . W.]

“T he m em bers o f  the  A ncient Society 
were no t ringers a t all, but they do  a lot 
fo r St. S tep hen’s C hurch . If the  tow er fell 
down ton igh t, they  w ou ld  get together and 
stick it tog ethe r tom orrow .

“ In those days we had  to  travel ab o u t by 
train . We rang the first peal o f  C inques in 
Som erse t a t St. M ary ’s, T au n to n . Before 
th a t a band o f  us was paid to  ring a t  the 
opening  o f the twelve. We w ere nearly  half- 
an -h o u r  ringing rou nds before  we could  get 
them  steady— new ropes and  a long drau gh t.

“ 1 rang  a V ictory peal a t  W ells in 1918. 
We w ent up in the  tow er a t 4 p.m. and 
d idn’t com e dow n until nearly  ten. We 
m ade fo u r or five starts. T he  tw o poor 
b lokes th a t were ringing the ten o r were 
badly guyed they  had to be m assaged, they  
w ere th a t stiff.

“ W e used to  h ire  a w agonette  to  take  8 -  
12 o f us to  local m eetings. If  it was a dry 
day  you got covered in d ust— if it rained 
you go t very wet.

“ I w as one of the fo un d er m em bers of 
the old Bristol U n ited  R inging G uilds, 
form ed ab o u t 1921, to  organ ise a big ann ual 
d inner. A t the last one, in 1939, there  were 
300 people a t the G ra n d H otel. Jack G o ld -
sm ith replied to the to as t of ‘T he Ringing 
W orld’. O th e r speakers included A. A. 
H ughes o f the Bell F ou n d ry  an d  J. F ran k  
Sm allw ood.

“ Bankes Jam es 's  bro th er. Rev. H. Law 
Jam es, cam e u p  to  St. N icholas one p rac -
tice night, keen to  ring the  ten o r— a bru te 
o f a bell a t th a t tim e. H e too k  off every -
th ing except his trousers. H e m ade a good 
jo b  o f ringing the bell, b u t w hen he got 
dow n off the  box, o u t cam e his favourite 
them e— lady ringers in the tow er not w ear-
ing hats. It was alw ays a strong  po in t with 
h im - he b rou g h t it up w herever he w ent. 
I said to him: ‘N ow  look, M r. Law  Jam es, 
w ould you consider getting  up in the pulpit 
and  preaching  a  serm on  in the  m an ne r in 
w hich you  have ju st stepped off th a t block 
now ? Y ou ’ve got every th ing  off except your 
trousers.’ He d id n ’t know  w hat to say. T he  
ladies d o n’t ring in ha ts because ha ts are 
inconvenien t. That was the end o f the 
incident.
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“Som e o f us w ent to T iv erton  fo r a peal. 
T h ere ’s a long d rau gh t and  the tenor and 
seventh are excep tionally  close together. 
A fter ab o u t th ree -q u arters-o f-an -h ou r there 
was a great com m o tion , the  ringers o f the 
ten o r (Sam H ector) and the seventh (Bill 
K night) had  each  grabbed  the w rong sally.

" In  St. Phillip ’s tow er we w en t fo r  a 
handbell peal once my sister, Roy Seager. 
T om  H arris and  me. We had been ringing 
ab o u t 40 m inu tes when I detected  a m ove-
m ent over by the skirting. It was a m ouse 
which w ould d isapp ea r and  then com e back 
again. I th ou gh t th is peal’s no t going to  
last long, and a q u arte r-o f-an -h o u r a lte r- 
w ards my sister p u t her be lls on the floor 
and  said: ’I ca n’t go o n —there 's  a m ouse'.

A fte r the Second W orld W ar we got a
good band a t St. Phillip 's in the 1950’s: used 
to  ring ab o u t a dozen Surprise  m ethods 
and  once a m onth  practised Surprise  M axi-
m us a t Redcliffe.

“ It was te rrib le  seeing so m any towers 
destroyed d urin g  the Blitz. T hey took the 
bells ou t o f  T em ple. W hen ringing there, 
it was a strange  sensa tion  with the tower
leaning like it does. W hen you got to  the
ringing  cha m ber you w ould think  you were 
in N ever-never Land, because the ropes all 
hung dow n  a t an angle— you could  no t sec 
it was the tow er th a t was leaning."

W. G . W.
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LATE NOTICES

PUBLICATIO NS
HISTO RY AND ART OF CHANGE RINGING

— Further lim ite d  stock now  availab le . Cash w ith  
o rder: £ 11 .50  in c lu d in g  postage. Please indica te 
w hether the book w il l be acceptable a fte r C hris t-
mas, in the event o f cu rren t stocks being ex 
hausted. —  A. A. Sotheran L td., 14—16 Queen 
S treet, Redcar, C leveland. 4417

STOP PRESS

1,000 PEALS AT 24!
At Aston Clinton, Bucks, on Tuesday, 

David Brown of Slough. Bucks, rang his 
1,000th peal four-Spliced Surprise Major. 
David is 24 years old and the youngest 
ringer ever to attain this magic (?) number. 

*  *  *

Ringing has restarted  a t F rensham , Surrey, 
w here beam s supp orting  the bell fram e and 
bell cham b er floor have had  to  be replaced  
follow ing the discovery o f  beetle a n d  dry 
rot.

(READY M ID-DECEM BER)

N ow pub lished— the F ifth  (1976) Ed ition  o f

A BELLRIN GER’S GUIDE TO T H E CHURCH BELLS OF BRITAIN 

ANI) RINGING PEALS OF T H E WORLD
C om piled  by Ronald H. Dove

A ll the usual contents. Tow ers are lis ted  a lp ha be tica lly  and also by Counties, w ith  com plete  
sum m aries and num erous appendices. A m ust fo r every ringer.
7 i "  x 4 * ” , 200  pages, bound fu ll c lo th  case w ith  p rin ted  jacket.

Price £ 2 .2 5  p lus postage and packing  25p  

(In te rleaved  copies, £ 3 .0 0  p lus p. and p. 35p, w ill  be ready late r)

IM PO RTA NT NO TICE.— Th is  book is n o t being d is tr ib u te d  th rough  bookse lle rs.
Send rem ittance  w ith  o rder d ire c t to :—

M rs. E. M . V iggers , 28  A y lln g  Lane, A lde rsh o t, Hants GU11 3LZ.

It is reg retted  th a t  p re-C hristm as delivery can  NOT be guaran teed .


