
822 THE RINGING WORLD Dec. 7, 1962

THE BELLS OF BRISTOL CATHEDRAL
By R A N A LD  W . M . C LO U STO N

*- iMay 13th, 1960 (page 321), Jeft a  num ber 
of unansw ered questions on these bells. A  
recent visit, with tuning forks, enabled the 
pitches o f  the  fou r existing  bells to  be 
d e term in ed : these a n d  the o ther d a ta  on  them  
m ay be sum m arised th u s :

T re b le : diam eter 281", approx . weight 5 cw t., 
date c.1500, no te 0.36 semitones flat o f F .

Second : 311", 6  cw t., c.1500, 0.05 sem itones 
flat o f  E  flat.

T h ird : 351", 8} cw t., c.1300, 0.15 semitones 
fla t o f  B.

T e n o r: 4 9 |" ,  20 cw t., 1670, 0.45 sem itones 
flat o f  iE.

(2) (3) (4) 57"

37" 401" E 53"

D 461"

37" 381" C 471"

(1) tA
B 44"

A s show n on  the above plan the bell fram e 
was clearly designed to  house nine bells, and  
it seems that the west side by the tw o trebles, 
denoted by (1) a n d  (2), m ay be ra ther later 
th an  the rest. T he pit m arked D  above is 
46+" wide, but the hatchw ay is im mediately 
below it and  the fram e low er ho rizon ta l m em -
bers have been c u t to  give a  clearance of  53". 
T he east end o f  this pit has also  been cu t 
by the lower ho rizontal mem bers to  allow the 
tenor to  be got out into the space to  the 
east o f  th e  fram e before being hoisted in to  
position in  the  pit m arked (4).

A ll except possibly pit B shows signs of  
having bells hu ng  in  them  a t  one t im e ; in the 
case o f  p it B  som e decay has taken  place 
an d  new  pieces o f tim ber have been fitted such 
that a  brief inspection did n o t disclose 
sufficient evidence.

I t will be no ted  from  the pitches show n 
above th a t the interval betw een the treble and  
tenor is over 13 sem itones, i.e . well over an  
octave. The evidence o f  the nine bell fram e 
and  the fact that a t the R eform ation the 
church had  10 bells w ith a n  alleged to ta l 
weight o f  10,006 lb ., approxim ately 90 cw t.. 
suggests tha t there was a  ring o f  nine w ith a 
sm all sanctus bell hung elsewhere in  the  fabric .

W e can  say with som e certainty tha t the 
existing treble  was cast fo r the tow er as the 
initials and  arm s o f  A bbo t John  N ulande 
ap pear on  the bell. This then suggests that 
th e  other two pre-R eform ation bells were also 
initially cast fo r this tower and  that the 
Com m issioners in 1553 did  no t do  any  ex-
changing o f  bells, but purely rem oved five o f 
the ten.

A C C U R A C Y  O F  1553 W E IG H T
T he to ta l weight o f  the  10 bells o f  10,006 lb. 

ap pears twice in the records o f the C om -
m issioners and  som e of the weights o f  o ther 
bells in  the county are noted to  have been 
assessed by T hom as D u tton . Surveyor of 
G loucestersh ire. Wow his assessm ent was 
made is not clear. I t  is highly im probable 
th a t  the bells were physically weighed an d  it is 
also  unlikely tha t the  m onastic records would 
be o f  m uch help in  the case o f  say the 
present th ird bell, cast circa 1300. T his bell 
o f 35+" diam eter is very thick in the sound 
bow, 3", fo r th is  diam eter, a n d  any  assess-
m ent o f  w eight based on  know n weights of 
o th er  bells o f  th a t diam eter w ould be in  error. 
This leads to  the thought th a t the total weight 
o f  10.006 lb . could be quite a  b it out.

T he existing tenor, da ted 1670, is clearly a 

which the Com m issioners allow ed to  be re -
tained. This bell hangs in the widest pit of 
57" an d  on the evidence o f the  widening of 
the pit D , imm ediately over the hatchw ay, it 
would  seem tha t the  old tenor was som ewhat 
larger than  the present one. T here is bound 
to  be som e loss o f m etal in  recasting and  it 
m ay well be th a t Roger Purdue II designed a 
sm aller bell to allow  fo r  this loss and reduce 
th e  cost o f  recasting. It is to  be suspected

t h a t  th e  o l d  t e n o r  w a s  s o m e  h a l f  a  s e m i-
t o n e  f l a t t e r  t h a n  th e  p r e s e n t  o n e  a n d  w a s  
o j i  o c t a v e  b e lo w  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e c o n d  b e ll .

A nother fac to r is the cracked bell sold in 
1802, which weighed 11 cwt. 17 ib . This would 
have had a diam eter of a bout 39" and  a  note 
perhaps three semitones fla tte r than  the present 
third .

P R E -R E F O R M A T IO N  R E C O N ST R U C T IO N  
T he evidence therefore seems to  poin t to  a  

pre-R eform ation set o f 10 bells with the follow- 
jng particu lars:

S an c tu s: say 1 cwt.
T reb le : present treble, 5 cw t., p it 1, note 

S eco nd : present second, 6 cwt., p it 2, E 
f l a t - . 05.

T h ir d : 7 cw t., p it A , ?D flat.
F o u rth :  present third, 81 cw t., pit 3, B - .1 5 .  
F if th : 9 cw t., p it B, ?B flat.
S ixth: bell sold 1S02. H i  cwt., p it D. 

?A flat.
Seventh: ,12 cw t., p it C, ?G.
E ig h th : 151 cw t., p it E , ?F.
T e n o r : present tenor before recasting, 22 

T o ta l weight 971 cwt.
T he existing bells show that the m usical 

scale did not conform  to present day standards, 
the interval between the present second and 
third  being two full tones instead o f three 
sem itones. -T h e  ring of nine would in  some 
respects be sim ilar to  that a t Basingstoke, where 

full tone . T he to tal weight of  971 cwt. show n 
above is ra ther in excess of the 10,006 lb. of 
m etal said to be in the tower a t  the R efo rm a-
tion, but the  m argin  is not great.

O ne thing can  certainly  be s a id : th a t this 
ring  of  nine was a n  ex trem ely early  one and  
was com plete when o ther churches generally 
h ad  five bells o r  less. H ow ever in the  same 
county  the m onastery a t W inchcom be. a t the 
R eform ation, had eight bells weighing 6,322 lb., 
and  C hris t C hurch, Bristol, signed fo r  eight 
bells on  .May 23 rd, 1553, received from  the 

p o t c lear whether these la tte r bells were 
already in the tow er o r  w hether some had 
been obtained from  elsewhere, even perhaps the 
C athedral, then the Abbey o f  St. Augustine.

50 Years Ago

 
Cripplegate

Some m on ths ago, when tw o  Johns m et, the 
conversation turned upon the  John  peals, rung 
some few years ago, an d  one rem inded the 
o ther th a t  while the W illiams a n d  the T hom ases 
had  rung peals o f  Caters. th :s was a per-
form ance to which the Jo hn s had not turned 

hog a n d  m ake it  C inques while we are 
abou t at. A nd th a t is how  the peal last 
Saturday cam e to  be a t te m p te d . . . .

(The Johns tak ing  part w ere: Truss, G old-
sm ith , M atthew s, Cheesm an (conductor), C arter, 
T hom as. A rm strong . Sharm an, Hesse, 
O xborrow , G olding, N eal.)

5,280 PLAIN BOB MAJOR
By G E O F F R E Y  D A V IE S 

5 /4  M  H  23456

N ine times repea ted with single fo r bob M* 
in  5 th a n d  10th pa rts. C ontains 18 com bina-
tion course ends.

R ung  as 5,056 a t  Stone, Staffs, A pril 25th, 
1962.

SEASONAL GREETINGS  
Our issue o f December 15th and 

December 22nd will contain Christmas 
and New  Year messages. Price 4s. for 
36 words. Please send copy as soon 
us possible.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD 
West Dorset Branch

The AXj .M . of the W est D orset B ranch was 
held at Beaminster on Novem ber 24th. when 
abou t 55 m em bers a nd  visitors attended. 
S tandard  and Surprise M ajor m ethods were 
rung during the  afternoon  and  evening.

T he service was conducted by Canon C. 
Carew  Cox, president o f the Guild. The 
lesson was read and the address given by the 
Rev. G . V. Syer. The organist and St. M ary's 
choir were in attendance, and a course of 
G randsire  T riples was rung on handbells after 
th e  lesson.

iMr. C . W. iPowell, th e  vice-chairman, 
presided a t the business meeting. New mem-
bers elected were M rs. C . Savage and 
M iss J. K night, both o f  A skerswell. The 
hono rary secre tary's report show ed that mem-
bership stood  a t 140. Tw o quarter peals were 

q u arte r peals and  one peal fo r the 80th 
anniversary o f  o f  the G u ild . Ten members 
had  rung  their  first q uarter, and  there were 
two new conductors. One quarter was by an 
all resident ladies' band.

T horncom be bells were in the hands of 
M essrs. T aylor and  were due to be finished in 
the spring o f  1963, when they would be a  ring 
of eight. T he accounts showed a balance 

T he election of officers resulted in the 
fallow ing: C hairm an , M r. C . W. H. Powell; 
vice-chairman, Rev. G . V. Syer: honorary 
secretary and  treasurer. M r. J . T . Barrett: 
R inging  M aster, 'Mr. H. D. W . B ishop : Deputy 
M asters, M r. G . S. M orris and  Mr. H. G. 
K ee ley : Canon Cox and  M r. F . K night, com-
m ittee m embers.

M r. Powell proposed a comprehensive vote 
o f  thanks to the churchw ardens, organist, 
ch oir an d  to  the Beaminster ringers foi the 
excellent tea. He also thanked  Messrs. E. 
Bailey. T. G unning and  A. W inters, for their 
long  and  loyal service, all three having served 
in  Beaminster for over 50 years each. Mr. E. 
Bailey, as churchw arden, suitab ly replied giving 
a warm welcome to  all visitors.

C an on  C ox said he would like to  thank all 
who had been so  kind as to  ring  for his 
birthday , and  fo r the response to his appeal 
for ringing  to m ark  the 80th anniversary  cf 
the Guild. N ineteen quarters and  nine peals 
had  so far been rung.

Subject to  perm ission, the meeting pro-
gramm e i s : Bradpole. February 2 3 rd : T horn -
com be, April 2 0 th : Corscom be. June 2 2 n d : 
Chardstock. Septem ber 21st; Lyme Regis. 
N ovem ber 30th.

U nder A .O.B.. M r. Pannell asked that more 
a ttention  should be paid to the sending of 
num bers for tea . N ineteen notified to this 
meeting! J . T  B.

OBITUARY
MR. HOW ARD BF.ARDSMORF

Abergavenny has lost a  very promising 
young ringer by the passing o f H oward 
Beardsm ore. n t the  age o f  22. He had  been
ill fo r only a few days, was operated on 
fo r  perforated appendix an d  peritonitis, waj 
recovering, then com plications took place and 
he died on N ovem ber M th.

F or two years H oward studied a t A beryst-
wyth University, and was em ployed as assistant 
librarian  a t the local public library.

He started  ringing here a bou t six months 
ago  and  was showing great promise. He 
took a  deep in terest in his church, was present 
fo r service ringing and on practice nights. 
Always pleasant and  of excellent com pany, we 
miss him  very much.

T he funeral took  place on N ovem ber 19th. 

friends of H ow ard. f
A fter the interm ent a  quarter peal oi 

D oubles in fo u r  m ethods was rung on S:. 
M ary 's bells, with the bells half-muffled by 
the follow ing: B. T hom as 1. G . Lewis 2. Rev.
I. J . R ichards 3. P. Saunders 4. G . W ard 
(cond.) 5. R. H orsing ton  6. N . W ard 7. M. O. 
R oberts 8 (7. 6, 8 covering). ,

H ow ard  was the youngest o f a  family ot 
six. O ur deepest sym pathy is extended to 
his paren ts, brothers and sisters in their sad 
loss G.W.


